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A MONUMENTAL GIFT: JACK BARNES
SUPPORTS LOCAL YOUTH

The Boys & Girls Club of Southeast Kansas thrives on the
generosity of community members dedicated to shaping a
brighter future for our youth. One such supporter is Jack
Barnes, a Coffeyville business owner, who recently donated
a beautiful monument sign for our Youth Community
Garden.

As a parent whose children have benefited from the Club’s :
programs, Mr. Barnes understands the vital role we play in 5 <38 | sovsscmiscws
providing mentorship, education, and a safe space for kids.

His gift is more than a sign—it’s a symbol of the lasting
impact our Club has on young lives. The garden teaches
responsibility, teamwork, and the value of hard work, and
now, thanks to Mr. Barnes, it has a meaningful landmark to S : -
1nsp1re future generations. We are deeply grateful for Mr. Barnes’ gener051ty and hlS behef in
our mission. His donation stands as a reminder of what we can accomplish when businesses,
families, and community members unite for our youth.




Get Involved!

Whether through volunteering, donations, or advocacy, every contribution helps.
Together, we are building a better future—one child at a time.

For more information on supporting the Boys & Girls Club or to learn about Jack
Barnes’ monument services, contact:

Jack Barnes with Barnes Monuments here in Coffeyville KS.

TEENS TAKE ACTION: REVITALIZING THE
COMMUNITY GARDEN

In our last issue, we shared the exciting news that the Boys & Girls Club of Southeast
Kansas had taken over the community garden on 8th Street. Since then, we’ve hit the
ground running! This past week, teens from our Teen Site, alongside our dedicated
staff, rolled up their sleeves and got to work bringing new life to this vital community
resource.

With shovels in hand and determination in their hearts, our teens cleared debris, tilled
the soil, and prepped the garden beds for planting. This hands-on experience not only
gave them a sense of ownership over the project but also instilled a deeper
appreciation for sustainability and healthy living. The community garden is more than
just a place to grow fresh produce—it’s a space for learning, collaboration, and service.

s

Our partnerships with K-State Extension, the
City of Coffeyville, and local religious
organizations are proving invaluable as we
continue to develop the garden. These
collaborations will help us maximize
productivity and ensure that the space _
remains a thriving asset for our youth and the |
entire community.

We're still looking for volunteers and
community members who want to make an

impact! Whether you have gardening expertise, creative ideas, or just a willingness to
lend a hand, your support can help this project flourish. If you or your organization
would like to get involved, please contact Griffin Walker at
griffin.walker@cvilleschools.com. You can also visit our webpage, click on “Volunteer,”
and learn how you can contribute to the future of the garden and the youth of
Southeast Kansas.

Thank you to everyone who has already stepped up to support this initiative.
Together, we're growing something truly special!

BECOME A PARTNER!

When your business invests in Boys & Girls Club of SEK, you are
investing in the future of our community. Contact Griffin Walker
at griffin.walker@cvilleschools.com for more information.



https://www.cvilleschools.com/bgc

A CHANCE ENCOUNTER, A LASTING IMPACT: HOW
ONE CONVERSATION INSPIRED GENEROSITY

A chance meeting at a softball tournament in Tulsa led to an inspiring act of
generosity. Glenn Rasmussen, a U.S. Navy veteran, met CEO Griffin Walker while
asking to pet his puppy. Their conversation about service, family, and the Boys & Girls
Club of Southeast Kansas left an impression on both.

The next day, Glenn researched the organization, was moved by its mission, and made
an unprompted donation. He later shared that the kindness and engagement shown
during their conversation resonated with him, reminding him of the importance of
supporting youth. Having experienced a difficult childhood and the loss of his brother,
Glenn understood firsthand the impact of uplifting others.

This story reaffirms the power of connection and the importance of the Boys & Girls
Club’s work. CEO Griffin Walker invites others to match Glenn’s generosity and
support a future where every child has the opportunities they need to succeed.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO GIVE BACK TO YOUR VERY OWN YOUTH IN YOUR TOWN? CLICK ON
THE LINK HERE AND DONATE TODAY!

EMPOWERING AFTER-SCHOOL
LEADERS: INSIGHTS FROM THE
FOUNDATIONS BEYOND
CONFERENCE

21st Century hosted the Foundations Beyond
After-School Hours National Conference in
Orlando, FL, from February 12-15, 2025. Four of

our very own after-school staff and Club administrators attended: Lora Lacey Kr1ebe1
Director of Operations; Jesus Medina, K-5 Site Director; Mercedes Colbert, K-5 Mentor;
and Hailey Foster, Teen Mentor.

During the conference, they participated in sessions covering Education Amplified, which
signifies a bold commitment to amplifying the voices and ideas that shape education both
during and beyond school hours.

Over the three days, they gained insights on the following:

o Amplifying the power of leadership, innovation, and community collaboration is only
the beginning. Together, we can transform education and unlock new opportunities for
children worldwide.

» Engaging and inspiring sessions designed to spark new ideas, connect with other
education professionals, and discover new resources to enhance our after-school and
summer programs.

o Optional self-care activities incorporated into the schedule.

» An exhibit hall packed with resources to support program success.



https://secure.givelively.org/donate/boys-and-girls-club-of-southeast-kansas-inc/bgc-sek-founders-day-of-1926

Conference Favorites:

e School of Beats — A STEAM-based curriculum featuring a hands-on DJ system that
allows kids to take center stage in a positive and creative way.

e ZTAG — An interactive program promoting health, well-being, engagement, and
inclusivity while fostering social-emotional and academic growth. It includes a
variety of games such as Rock-Paper-Scissors, Zombie Survival, Pattern Match,
Math Match, and Keep Away. These wearable active games can be played
anywhere.

e Clever Crazes — A free online platform offering fun educational games and
activities for Pre-K through 8th grade. All activities are STEAM-based and promote
self-esteem, good citizenship, and inclusivity. Key academic areas include:

o You the Reader — Focuses on letters and sounds, sight words, numbers, colors,
parts of speech, and more.
o You and Your Money — Teaches students about earning, spending, and saving
money.
o You the Citizen — Helps kids understand citizenship, the U.S. government, and
democratic values.
o You the Athlete — Encourages healthy behaviors, fitness, smart eating, safety,
and social ethics, including bullying prevention and positive friendships.
This conference provided our team with valuable tools and resources to enhance our
programs and continue making a positive impact on the children we serve!

CELEBRATING KANSAS YOUTH OF THE YEAR AND
ADVOCATING FOR BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS ACROSS
THE STATE

On March 11, Board Chair Ashley Tatman and CEO Griffin Walker attended the
annual Kansas Youth of the Year event and the Kansas Area Council and Area Alliance
Membership Meeting in Topeka, Kansas. This powerful two-day gathering brought
together leaders, staff, and youth from Boys & Girls Clubs across the state to celebrate
excellence, share knowledge, and advocate for the future of Kansas youth.
Each year, Boys & Girls Clubs from all corners of Kansas unite to recognize the
incredible achievements of their Youth of the Year candidates. This premier
recognition program, a cornerstone of Boys & Girls Clubs of America for more than 75
years, honors teens who demonstrate exceptional leadership, academic success, service
to their communities, and dedication to living healthy lifestyles.
This year's Youth of the Year winners were:

e Abee — representing the Military category from McConnell Air Force Base

e Kai — representing the Southwest Region from South Central Kansas
These inspiring youth now move forward in the competition with hopes of becoming
the National Youth of the Year—the highest honor a Boys & Girls Club member can
receive. The national titleholder serves as a spokesperson for millions of Club youth,
representing their dreams, voices, and potential. Along the way, participants are
awarded scholarship opportunities that increase as they progress through each stage of
the competition.



Beyond the celebration, the Kansas Area Council meeting provided an opportunity for
Club leaders and board members to focus on critical issues impacting youth and club
operations. Attendees met with lobbyists and received important updates on federal
and state-level advocacy efforts for youth development funding.
Training sessions during the day included:

e The Role of Board Members in Fundraising

¢ Achieving Better Outcomes for Entire Families — Club Perspectives

e Peer-to-peer roundtable discussions allowed for open sharing of ideas and

strategies between Clubs across the region.

The evening culminated with a reception, dinner, and the Kansas Youth of the Year
celebration, honoring the outstanding youth selected by their Clubs to represent the
best of what Boys & Girls Clubs can foster.
The following day, youth, board members, and Club leaders traveled to the State
Capitol for a Day of Advocacy. There, they met with their state representatives to
share the vital role Boys & Girls Clubs play in the lives of Kansas youth—providing
safe spaces, life-enriching programs, caring mentors, and hope for a brighter future.
“I truly love being a part of this organization,” said Ashley Tatman, Board Chair. “I feel
that we are making a difference in our community and impacting the lives of the kids
who need us most. We have great programming at our sites, amazing staff that care
deeply about our youth, and board members who believe in this movement and want
to make a difference too.”
Reflecting on her journey, Tatman added,
“Being involved at this level is eye-opening to all the good things this organization
does for our region and our state. They advocate for all boys and girls to be heard, to
be safe, and to feel loved. Thank you, Griff, for asking me to be part of this movement
10 years ago. Serving as your Board Chair is truly an honor.”
Events like this serve as a powerful reminder of the impact Boys & Girls Clubs make
across Kansas and the nation—helping young people grow into confident, capable
leaders of tomorrow.
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CANEY BGC: A YEAR TO REMEMBER, A SUMMER TO
EXPL ORE!

This past year at the Caney Boys & Girls Club site has been full of growth, learning,
and unforgettable memories. From after-school programs to fun family nights, our
members have engaged in enriching activities that helped build character, creativity,
and confidence.

Highlights from This Year:

Academic Support:

Daily homework help and tutoring ensured our
members stayed on track with their schoolwork.

Healthy L ifestyles:
We emphasized physical activity and nutrition
through sports, games, and wellness workshops.

Family Engagement Nights:

We loved connecting with families throughout
the year! Some of our most memorable events
included:

e Bingo Night — Full of prizes, laughter, and
friendly competition!

e STEM Lego Night — Families worked
together to build, create, and explore the
world of engineering.

¢ Fall Reading Night — A cozy evening focused
on sharing stories and building a love of
reading.

e Book Fair & Interactive Book Walk —
Families browsed books and participated in a
fun, movement-based story adventure.

L ooking Ahead — Summer 20 25: "All Around the World" &

Get ready for an exciting summer journey as we explore cultures, traditions, and
landmarks from across the globe. Each week will feature a different country or region,
giving members the chance to:

e Learn world dances, music, and art

e Discover global games and sports

e Participate in passport challenges and cultural scavenger hunts
e Engage in themed guest speakers, crafts, and projects

We're excited to broaden our members' horizons while keeping the fun going all

summer long. This global adventure promises to be educational, engaging, and—above
all—an unforgettable summer!



w STEP RIGHT UP — SUMMER FUN AWAITS! ¢

The Boys & Girls Club is gearing up for an exciting,
adventure-filled summer, and we want your child
to be part of the fun! 2024 Summer Applications () e 0o
are now open, so don’t miss your chance to secure a

spot under the Big Top. SUMMER
Applying is easy! Simply log in to your Parent June 2 - July 25"

Portal to complete the online application. If you
need a refresher on how to log in, check out the

helpful guide in the comments. ‘k
22 Visit www.bgcsek.org and select "Parent Portal" 1\ I | I |\
from the top menu to get started. I I | I I I

Don’t wait — spots will fill up faster than a flying UNDER THE BIG TOP
trapeze act! Join us for a summer packed with fun, [+ [+

learning, and unforgettable memories. *
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COMMUNICATION Please consider us with your end

CORNER of year donation! Scan the QR

Our commitment to communication matches Code to DONATE!
yours, which is why we offer multiple channels to
keep you informed. Connect with us through
Instagram, Facebook, or our website. Additionally,
we utilize the Infinite Campus text blast system
for timely reminders, especially for parents or
guardians of our club kids. Stay updated by
visiting www.bgcsek.org or any of our social media
platforms!

@ Ki

boysandgirlsclubofsek Coffeyville Boys and www.bgcsek.org
Girls Club

GREAT FUTURES START HERE.

MISSION: It is the mission of Boys & Girls Club of SEK to enable all young people, especially
those who need us most, to reach their full potential as productive, caring, responsible citizens.

502 S. WALNUT COFFEYVILLE, KS 67337 | 620.252.6470



https://www.instagram.com/boysandgirlsclubofsek/
http://www.bgcsek.org/
https://www.facebook.com/coffeyvilleboysgirlsclub
http://www.bgcsek.org/
http://www.bgcsek.org/

